
Dear 

It is with the utmost disquiet, dismay and concern that I read of the proposed policies that the NSW 

Police Force (Parramatta LAC) and the Venues NSW/Parramatta Stadium Trust have put to my fellow 

members of the Western Sydney Wanderers Football Club. Whilst no one would wish to see safety 

threatened or acts that may lead to legal sanction ignored, the overwhelmingly oppressive and 

reactionary elements of the proposal (as presented both in the Sydney Morning Herald of Thursday 

24
th

 September 2015, and in social media such as the RBB Facebook page) are at best ham-fisted 

attempts at something nearing riot control, or at worst a textbook example of how our personal 

liberties and freedoms are being sacrificed in the name of repressive ‘public order’ strictures. 

The excessive, hypocritical and in some ways almost Kafkaesque manner in which the Parramatta 

LAC and the Trust are looking to crack down on what they perceive to be some kind of looming 

volcano of public anarchy in the northern stand of Parramatta Stadium during Wanderers games is 

frankly an affront to someone such as myself, who has attended almost every game of the 

Wanderers and NEVER felt threatened or uncomfortable with the behaviour of those in the RBB. My 

most anxious moments about my safety and those near me have come about because of the 

inability of the security and/or police to use intelligent, targeted tactics, to address the infrequent 

matters of crowd control that may have cropped up. Instead, on numerous occasions I have felt as if 

I was being herded past lines of OSG and other security staff as if it was a parade in a 1944 KZ 

somewhere in occupied Europe. This may be a hyperbolic claim; however I have been going to all 

manner of sporting events, where on a few occasions the behaviour of fellow spectators has been 

far worse than that seen at a Wanderers home game, and neither the police nor the security have 

created such an oppressive, un-Australian attitude in dealing with the public and with me. 

This leads me to another criticism of the proposed behaviour policies. There is the stench of a racist, 

anti-football  attitude behind these pronouncements. Why is it that at other sporting events in this 

country and state where violence has occurred the response from the authorities has been to deal 

with the accused and generally let the vast bulk of the fans behave as they do; joyously engaged in 

the communal love of the sport on display and their team. As recently as this current NRL rugby 

league season fans of the Canterbury Bankstown Bulldogs have been involved in violent brawls and 

bottle throwing incidents. At no time after these events has anyone in the media reported a similar 

tone of repressive policies against the fans of that Rugby League club, or indeed any other non-

soccer club in NSW, that is now being suggested as being implemented against my fellow Western 

Sydney Wanderers members. I could be cynical and ask if perhaps the relationship between many 

leading politicians and police staff and sporting bodies such as the NRL contributes to this situation. 

Of course I am sure this is not really the case. 

I could itemise and criticise some, if not all of the proposals in some detail, however for now I will 

stick with two that seem patently absurd. Firstly, the planned ‘zero tolerance’ against swearing. 

Considering Australian English is replete with a salty heritage of many colourful phrases, popular 

culture and social entertainment such as film, music, books are filled with adult language, and it 

would be impossible to go to any Australian sporting event without hearing a few choice vitriolic 

words directed at the referee, opposition players or indeed even our own club reps, it seems 

outrageous that the Western Sydney Wanderers members are faced with prosecution for merely 

doing what has become acceptable across the whole breadth of adult Australian experience.  It 



would be a major surprise to see if the NSW Police Force could execute similar language controls on 

work sites, in the office, around the home or indeed their own places of work. 

As for the removal of flags and banners, what is so criminally offensive about the demonstration of 

ideas and support for the Wanderers as shown by members of the RBB in the past, and how does it 

compare and contrast with the experiences at other clubs in other sports? Obviously extremist 

language that would promote violence or other such anti-social behaviour needs to be addressed, 

however having seen in many a year public demonstrations across the broad spectrum of politics 

and sporting assemblies all manner of questionable signage, it seems to be a singular act of 

bastardry from the Parramatta LAC and Parramatta Stadium Trust to single out this aspect of the 

Wanderers’ support. 

There is also the issue of banning the march held by Wanderers fans before games in Parramatta. 

Everyone familiar with the issue recalls an event that happened in early 2013 during a march, and no 

one with any responsible attitude towards fan behaviour in any sport would accept that. However 

the march has been a unique and generally safe example of all manner of people joining together in 

Parramatta to celebrate their identity, their love of the club and of the region and most importantly 

their affinity with each other. Men, women and children across the entire gamut of race, religion, 

creed, colour and age have participated in these events, and frankly the prohibitive proposal smacks 

of a repressive over-reaction from the authorities who want to demonstrate they are barely better 

than the Queensland police of the Joh Bjelke-Petersen era. 

In closing, I find what has been circulated as proposed NSW police and venue policy towards my 

fellow Western Sydney Wanderers members to be a disgusting example of brutish, semi-fascist 

reactionary attitudes fuelled by simplistic, bigoted attitudes emanating from the highest levels of the 

Parramatta LAC, the ministry and perhaps even this government. I will be more than happy to 

demonstrate my opposition to the excessive and absurd strictures suggested through every legal 

avenue I have, ranging from writing letters such as this to all potential relevant people, but also 

including adding my voice to the opposition against any state government member of parliament 

who would support or endorse such ridiculous policies. 

Yours sincerely. 


